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Section 2: Guided Reading and Review
The Two-Party System
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32 Chapter 5 Guided Reading and Review

A. As You Read
As you read Section 2, fill in the blanks below explaining how each factor contributes to the 
stability of the two-party system in the United States.

1. Historical Basis: __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2. Tradition: ______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

3. Electoral System: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Ideological Consensus: ____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

B. Reviewing Key Terms
Define the following terms.

5. minor party______________________________________________________________________

6. two-party system ________________________________________________________________

7. single-member district ____________________________________________________________

8. plurality ________________________________________________________________________

9. pluralistic society ________________________________________________________________

10. consensus ______________________________________________________________________

11. multiparty ______________________________________________________________________

12. one-party system ________________________________________________________________

The Republic began with two parties: Federalists and Anti-Federalists.

Once established, the two-party system continues because of tradition and a reluctance to 

support minor parties.

Single-member districts discourage voters from “wasting” votes on minor party 

candidates. Election laws are designed to discourage minor parties.

Because Americans agree on fundamental issues, the conditions that could produce 

several strong rival parties do not exist.

one of the less widely supported parties in the United States

political system in which only two parties have a reasonable chance of winning office

election district in which only one candidate is elected to each office on the ballot

the largest number of votes cast for an office (contrasted with majority, which is more than half of all
votes cast)

a society that consists of several distinct cultures and groups

a general agreement on fundamental matters among various groups

a system with several major parties and many smaller parties

under dictatorship, a system in which only one party is allowed; or in another sense, an area
in which one party dominates regional politics

Possible answers below
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