Pick an Enlightenment Thinker
State Standard: 12.1.1 
Analyze the influence of ancient Greek, Roman, English, and leading European political thinkers such as John Locke, Charles-Louis Montesquieu, Niccolò Machiavelli, and William Blackstone on the development of American government.
Common Core:
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.
Students will work in groups of 3 to select their favorite thinker from the following list.  Only one group may select each thinker.  You will then research the thinker’s thoughts and main ideas.  You will then research 2 current examples in the world today where those thoughts or ideals are the main focus. 
You will have two class periods to complete this assignment, plus any other time you choose to dedicate to this assignment.  On Wednesday Sept. 17, you must be ready to present to your class.  Please use at least one visual aid to help you with your presentation, which should not last more than 3 minutes. 
Enlighten Thinkers:
John Locke	Voltaire	Montesquieu	Hobbes	Rousseau	Beccaria
John Comenius	Olympe de Gouges	Hugo Grotius	David Hume	Thomas Paine
Francois Quesnay	Baruch Spinoza	Mary Wollstonecraft
Rubric:
A score of 4 will be given to:
	A group that teaches the thinker’s main ideas connects them to two current issues and analyzes those issues.  Group must know the material with very few glances at their notes.
A score of 3 will be given to:
	A group that knows the basic ideas of the philosopher and makes an attempt at connecting them to two current issues.  They will use their notes to help them explain their points.
A score of 2 will be given to:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A group that explains parts of the basic ideas of their philosopher, but do not connect their current events/issues to those ideas.  They constantly look at their notes and make several factual errors.
A score of 1 will be given to:
	A group that does not explain the ideas of their philosopher, presents only one current issue and does that connect that issue.  They will strictly read from their notes without making eye contact with the audience.
