
THE BEGINNING OF POLITICAL PARTIES

– 34A –

The First Parties Are Organized
 A political party is a group of people sharing similar ideas 
about how the government should be run. Each political party 
works	to	get	its	candidates	elected	to	office.
	 Most	public	officials	today,	whether	at	the	local,	state,	
or national level, belong to the Democratic Party or the 
Republican Party. Although there have been many political 
parties during the history of the United States, there were 
none at the time George Washington became President in 
1789. Washington’s ability and popularity made him a natural 
choice	as	the	nation’s	first	Chief	Executive.	Since	no	one	ran	
against him in the election, he was chosen by unanimous 
vote in the Electoral College.
 Two members of President Washington’s Cabinet –– Alexander Hamilton and Thomas 
Jefferson –– had different ideas about how the government should be run. They disagreed 
on many issues having to do with domestic and foreign policy. The followers of Hamilton 
called themselves Federalists. Those who sided with Jefferson were known as Democratic-
Republicans.	These	two	groups	became	the	first	political	parties	in	the	United	States.

Election Campaign of 1800
 George Washington served as President from 1789 until 1797. John Adams, a Federalist, 
succeeded	him	to	office.	When	Adams	ran	for	reelection	in	1800,	he	was	opposed	by	Jefferson	
of	the	Democratic-Republican	Party.	Adams	and	Jefferson	took	part	in	what	became	the	first	
presidential campaign in American history. It turned out to be one of the bitterest campaigns ever. 
Adams’ vice presidential running mate was Charles Pinckney. Aaron Burr was the Democratic-
Republican candidate for Vice President. 
 Besides having very different views on many issues, both sides hurled accusations and 
ugly remarks at each other. Adams and the Federalists attacked Jefferson for wanting to weaken 
the national government by giving too much power to the states. The Democratic-Republicans 
replied that Adams favored rich people and ignored the “common man.” They also pointed 
out that the Federalists passed the Alien and Sedition Acts, which made it a crime to criticize 
President Adams and the Federalist-controlled Congress. 
 As the campaign wore on, personal remarks were made about each candidate. The 
Federalists charged that Jefferson obtained his property illegally, robbed a widow of land worth 
thousands of dollars, and behaved in a cowardly manner during the Revolutionary War. Hamilton, 
the founder of the Federalist Party, described Jefferson as “an atheist in religion and a fanatic in 
politics.” At one point, the Federalists delighted in circulating a story that Jefferson had died, but 
it turned out that a slave by the same name had passed away. The Democratic-Republicans, for 
their part, called President Adams a fool, criminal, and tyrant, and said that he planned to reunite 
the United States with Great Britain.

Directions:  The chart which follows compares the Federalist and Democratic-Republican parties 
in the election campaign of 1800. As you read the information on the chart, underline or highlight 
important words, names, and ideas. 
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Federalist Party Democratic-Republican Party
Party supporters were the rich and well-
born, the old aristocratic families, large 
landowners, and wealthy businessmen. The 
party was strong in the New England states.

Support came from farmers, the poor, small 
businessmen, city workers, and southern 
plantation owners. The party’s strength was 
in the southern states.

Favored a strong national government and 
weaker state governments.

Favored a weak national government and 
stronger state governments.

Thought the government should be 
controlled by the rich and well-born because 
they were better educated and better 
prepared to run the government.

Thought the government should be 
controlled by the “common man.”

Supported	Hamilton’s	financial	program,	
which was designed to collect money to 
run the government and pay off U.S. debts 
from the Revolutionary War. Money would 
be raised by:  (a) a tariff, or tax on foreign-
made goods entering the U.S.  (b) an excise 
tax on American-made whiskey. Hamilton 
also organized the Bank of the United 
States.

Opposed Hamilton’s program, which they 
said favored the rich.

Sided	with	the	British	in	the	conflict	between	
Great Britain and France.

Sided	with	the	French	in	the	conflict	
between Great Britain and France.

Controlled the government from 1789 until 
1800, and claimed to have accomplished 
these things:
(a) established good credit for the United 

States by paying off money owed to 
other countries

(b) created a dependable money system 
(c) increased trade and industry 
(d) set up a smooth-running government
(e) added the Bill of Rights to the United 

States Constitution
(f) created a system of courts and a postal 

system
(g) ended the Whiskey Rebellion
(h) admitted three new states to the Union 

–– Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee
(i) in foreign affairs, followed a policy of 

peace by signing Jay’s Treaty with 
Great Britain and the Pinckney Treaty 
with Spain 

(j) took a stand against France during the 
XYZ Affair

(k) earned the respect of foreign nations

Differed from the Federalists on these 
points:
(a) considered farming interests to be more 

important than business and industry
(b) opposed the Alien and Sedition Acts for 

taking away individual freedoms and 
rights, especially the right to criticize the 
government

(c) attacked Jay’s Treaty with Great Britain 
for not solving the problem of the 
impressment of American seamen by 
the British
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Chart Questions
 Decide which political party each of the following is associated with. Fill in the space with   
F for Federalist and DR for Democratic-Republican.

  (1) _____ the rich and well-born (11) _____ aristocrats and large landowners 
  (2) _____ strong state governments (12) _____ Bill of Rights
		(3)	 _____	 Hamilton’s	financial	plan	 (13)	_____	 Thomas	Jefferson
  (4) _____ favored the French (14) _____ in power since 1789
  (5) _____ John Adams (15) _____ the “common man”
  (6) _____ criticized Jay’s Treaty (16) _____ ended the Whiskey Rebellion
  (7) _____ farmers and city workers (17) _____ New England states
  (8) _____ system of courts (18) _____ tariff and excise tax
  (9) _____ southern states (19) _____ Charles Pinckney
(10) _____ Aaron Burr (20) _____ opposed the Alien and Sedition Acts

Speeches, Signs, and Campaign Buttons
 The class will be divided into two groups –– Federalists and Democratic-Republicans. 
One person among the Federalists will pretend to be President John Adams. Another will be 
Charles Pinckney, candidate for Vice President. Two people from the Democratic-Republicans 
will pretend to be Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr. Each party will have a campaign manager. 
These six persons will deliver brief political speeches to the class as if it is the campaign of 1800. 
The speakers and the topics of their speeches are listed below.

Democratic-Republican Party Federalist Party
Speaker 1:  The campaign manager will 
introduce vice presidential candidate Aaron 
Burr, telling about his life to 1800. (See an 
encyclopedia article on Burr.)
Speaker 2:  Aaron Burr will introduce 
Thomas Jefferson, giving a brief summary 
of his life to 1800. (See an encyclopedia 
article on Jefferson.) 
Speaker 3:  Thomas Jefferson will tell 
about the Democratic-Republican Party, 
using information from the chart. He may 
want to include criticisms of the rival 
Federalist Party.

Speaker 4:  The campaign manager will 
introduce vice presidential candidate 
Charles Pinckney, talking about his life 
to 1800. (See an encyclopedia article on 
Pinckney.)
Speaker 5:  Charles Pinckney will introduce 
President John Adams, presenting a 
brief summary of his life to 1800. (See an 
encyclopedia article on Adams.) 
Speaker 6:  President John Adams will tell 
about the Federalist Party, using information 
from the chart. He may want to attack the 
opposing Democratic-Republican Party.

 The party members who are not writing speeches will make campaign signs and buttons on 
the next page. Each sign and the two buttons must:
 (1)  give the name of your party and the names of your presidential and vice 

presidential candidates
 (2) include information about the party (refer to the chart comparing the 

Federalist Party and the Democratic-Republican Party)
 Use colors on your sign and buttons, if they are available.



The Beginning of Political Parties
True/False

		(1)	 ____________	 Most	public	officials	today	belong	to	either	the	Federalist	Party	or	the	
Democratic-Republican Party.

  (2) ____________ George Washington was the presidential candidate of the Federalist Party 
in the Election of 1789.

		(3)	 ____________	 The	first	two	political	parties	were	organized	by	John	Adams	and	James	
Madison.

  (4) ____________ The Federalists and Democratic-Republicans had similar views on most 
issues.

		(5)	 ____________	 The	first	real	political	campaign	in	American	history	took	place	in	1800.

Completion

  (6) A ____________________ is a group of people with similar ideas about how the 
government should be run.

  (7) In the Election of 1800, the candidates of the Federalist Party were ___________________ 
for President and Charles Pinckney for Vice President.

  (8) The Democratic-Republican candidate for Vice President was ____________________.
  (9) George Washington’s ideas on government were most closely associated with those of the 

____________________ Party.
(10) In the presidential campaign of 1800, ____________________ was hoping to be elected to 

a second term.

Which Party?  Write F for Federalist or DR for Democratic-Republican.

(11) _____  was founded by Alexander Hamilton
(12) _____ supported by the rich, the old aristocratic families, large landowners, and wealthy 

businessmen
(13) _____ favored a weak national government and stronger state governments
(14)	 _____	 opposed	the	financial	program	that	raised	money	for	the	government	through	a	tariff	

and an excise tax
(15)	 _____	 sided	with	the	French	in	the	conflict	between	Great	Britain	and	France
(16) _____ thought the government should represent the interests of the “common man” 
(17) _____ was strongest in the southern states
(18) _____ thought the best-educated people should run the government
(19) _____ successfully ended the Whiskey Rebellion
(20) _____ criticized Jay’s Treaty for not halting the impressment of American seamen by the 

British
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Functions of Political Parties
Multiple-Choice
  (1) _____ In the United States, membership in a political party is:  (a) voluntary  (b) limited to 

natural-born citizens  (c) restricted to voters 21 years of age or older
  (2) _____ One of the functions that political parties have is to:  (a) make appointments to the 

President’s Cabinet  (b) raise funds for election campaigns  (c) enforce voting rights 
laws

  (3) _____ An important factor that helps determine success in an election is the candidate’s:  
  (a) religion  (b) ethnic background  (c) experience
  (4) _____ In the House of Representatives and the Senate, both Democrats and Republicans 

have leaders called whips who:  (a) urge unanimous support for the President’s 
programs  (b) try to persuade members to vote along party lines  (c) discipline 
lawmakers for misconduct

  (5) _____ Collecting money for election campaigns is one of the duties of a:  (a) congressional 
committee		(b)	political	party		(c)	financial	aid	office

Completion
  (6) The ____________________ helps organize the government by choosing a Cabinet and 

appointing	people	to	public	office.
  (7) The House of Representatives elects the ____________________, the body’s presiding 

officer.
  (8) When the ____________________ is not in attendance, the president pro tempore presides 

in the Senate.
  (9) Democrats and Republicans in the House and Senate each choose a __________________ 

to direct party activities during debates on proposed legislation.
(10) The system of ____________________ and balances prevents one branch of government 

–– legislative, executive, or judicial –– from becoming too powerful.
Matching

(11) _____ nominating 
  convention

(12) _____ Congress

(13) _____ caucus

(14) _____ session of Congress

(15) _____ primary election

(a)	 voters	choose	party	candidates	to	run	for	office
(b) in the mid- and late-1800s, delegates at this meeting 

were often told or paid to vote for candidates favored by 
party bosses and political machines

(c) as each one begins, both parties in the House of 
Representatives	and	Senate	elect	officers	and	
committee members

(d) meeting commonly held in the early 1800s at which a 
small	group	of	party	leaders	chose	candidates	for	office

(e) may refuse to support legislation that the President 
wants passedTrue/False

(16)  __________   Political parties are active on a national level, but not at the state and local 
levels.

(17)		__________	 Most	candidates	today	run	for	office	after	winning	a	primary	election.
(18)  __________ The President is always from the political party that controls the Congress.
(19)  __________ Political parties in foreign countries spend more money on election 

campaigns than U.S. parties.
(20)  __________ A major campaign expense is television and radio advertising.



THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM

Directions:  Read the information in descriptions 1-8 below. 
As you do so, underline or highlight the most important words, 
names,	terms,	and	ideas.	When	finished,	a	question	sheet	for	
Contest 1 will be given to each class member. After the contest 
ends and winners are determined, read descriptions 9-17. 
Contest 2 will follow.

Party Systems
		1.		The	number	of	political	parties	that	win	a	significant	share	

of votes in major elections determines whether a country 
has a one-party, two-party, or multiparty system. 

  2. One-party systems are often associated with dictatorships. Most dictatorships allow only one 
party –– the party that controls the government. Some dictatorships permit other parties, but 
only as long as they are no threat to the government. 

  3. Two-party systems are most common in English-speaking nations. Although these countries 
also have other parties, one of the two major parties usually controls the government. In the 
United States, the Democrats and Republicans dominate local, state, and national elections.

  4. In many states of the United States, both the Democratic Party and the Republican Party 
have considerable strength. In other states, one of those two parties has traditionally 
controlled politics. From the American Civil War (1861-1865) until the 1960s, for example, 
Democrats strongly controlled most of the Southern states. During that same period, the 
Republicans controlled –– though less strongly –– some of the New England and Midwestern 
states. Since the 1960s, however, the Republicans have won increasing support in the South 
and West, and the Democrats have made gains in New England and in the Midwest.

  5. Large industrial and commercial cities in the United States, such as Chicago and New York 
City, generally vote for the Democratic Party. Rural areas, on the other hand, usually support 
candidates from the Republican Party.

  6. In multiparty nations, one party rarely wins enough seats in the legislature to form a 
government. Consequently, two or more parties join forces and form a coalition government 
to direct the nation’s affairs. But often, the coalition parties fail to agree on policies and 
programs, and so the government fails. The multiparty system thus tends to produce a less 
stable government than does the two-party system.

Party Membership in the United States
  7. Political parties in the United States have no strict requirements for membership. People are 

considered members of the party to which they consider themselves to belong. Therefore, 
neither the Republican Party nor the Democratic Party maintains accurate party lists. 

		8.	 Some	of	the	best	evidence	regarding	party	affiliation	comes	from	voting	surveys	and	public	
opinion polls. Such surveys and polls show that the majority of American voters who identify 
with	a	political	party	consider	themselves	Democrats.	But	party	identification	has	never	
meant straight party voting –– voting for all of the candidates of one party. In the 1980 and 
1984 presidential elections, for example, Republican Ronald Reagan received the votes of 
many people who normally thought of themselves as Democrats. These same people may 
have voted for Democratic candidates at the state and local levels. Such ticket-splitting is 
much more common in the United States than in other major countries.
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Party Organization in the United States
  9. The Democratic and Republican parties are complicated organizations. Both parties are 

organized at the national, state, and local level.
10. The national convention of each major political party meets once every four years, when it 

nominates the party’s candidates for President and Vice President. The national convention 
elects the national committee, which acts for the party between conventions.

11. The national committee of both major parties consists of party representatives from the 
states, the District of Columbia, and U.S. territories. The Democratic and Republican national 
committees each have their headquarters in Washington, D.C. They meet only once, twice, 
or three times a year. One of the main tasks of each committee is to organize its party’s 
next national convention. It chooses the city where the convention will meet and makes 
arrangements for a smoothly run convention. 

12. Most of the work of the party’s national organization is done by the committee’s national 
chairman and staff. Each party’s presidential candidate selects the national chairman at the 
end of the national convention. The national committee then formally elects that person. The 
chairman acts for the national committee in managing party affairs. He or she may assist 
the President in the matter of patronage –– the practice of awarding government jobs to 
political supporters and friends. During presidential elections, the chairman directs the party’s 
fund-raising and other activities in the national campaign. The national chairman is the chief 
decision maker within the national organization.

13. Both the Democratic and Republican parties have a state committee in each state. The state 
committees	organize	and	manage	campaigns	for	state	offices	and	assist	in	local	campaigns.	
They also raise money, make arrangements for primary elections, and organize the state 
conventions.	The	leader	of	the	state	committee	is	the	official	head	of	the	state	party.	The	
governor,	a	U.S.	senator	from	the	state,	or	a	group	of	powerful	local	officials	usually			
hand-pick the leader. 

14. Each of the two major parties has a county committee in most counties of the United States. 
The county committee elects the county leader, who maintains communication with the state 
party organization and, in most states, is a delegate to the state committee.

15. Below the county committees are the city ward and precinct organizations, whose leaders 
have the closest contact with the voters.

16. The United States has more than 145,000 election precincts. In most of them, either one or 
both	major	parties	have	a	precinct	captain,	committeeman,	or	committeewoman.	This	official	
prepares the party poll book, which lists the names of the voters in the precinct and which 
party, if any, they belong to. Precinct captains and their assistants try to make sure that all 
members of their party are registered to vote.

17. In the past, precinct captains or committeemen and committeewomen frequently won votes 
by assisting voters and would-be voters. For example, they helped immigrants become 
citizens, bailed out prisoners under arrest, found jobs for unemployed persons, and 
sometimes gave out charity. But in many cities, local party leaders and bosses have lost the 
great	influence	they	once	had.	Government	welfare	programs	and	rapid	economic	growth	
have made many voters less dependent on their help.
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Contest 1
 Look for answers to the following questions in descriptions 1-8, which you just read. Each 
correct answer is worth either 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 points. A perfect score is 100. 

3   A dictatorship 
always has one political 
party. (true or false)

1.________________

3   The United States 
has a _____- party 
system.

2.________________

3   People in Chicago, 
New York, and 
other industrial and 
commercial cities 
generally vote for the 
____. 

3.________________

3   The party system a 
country has depends 
on the number of 
_____ that win a large 
share of votes in major 
elections. 

4.________________
4   Both Republicans 
and Democrats keep 
up-to-date lists of party 
members. (true or 
false)

5.________________

4   Surveys and polls 
indicate that over half 
of American voters who 
identify with a party 
consider themselves 
_____.

6.________________

4   A nation with more 
than two major parties 
has a _____ system.

7.________________

4   _____, state, and 
national elections 
in the United States 
are dominated by 
the Democrats and 
Republicans.

8.________________
5   _____ areas tend 
to support Republican 
Party candidates.

9.________________

5   In a multiparty 
nation, _____ party 
rarely gains control of a 
majority of seats in the 
legislature.

10._______________

5   In a one-party 
system, one party 
controls the _____.

11._______________

5   For about a hundred 
years after the Civil 
War, Democrats were 
usually elected in the 
_____ states.

12._______________
6   Political parties 
require members to pay 
annual dues. (true or 
false)

13._______________

6   Two-party systems 
are commonly found 
in _____-speaking 
nations.

14._______________

6   During the period 
after the Civil War, 
Republicans were 
usually elected in the 
_____ and Midwestern 
states.

15._______________

6   In a multiparty 
system, the coalition 
parties often disagree 
on policies and 
programs, and the 
government _____.

16._______________
7   A _____ has a one-
party system.

17._______________

7   Today, the 
Democrats often 
dominate elections in 
the Western states. 
(true or false)

18._______________

7   The term _____ 
refers to the practice 
whereby a person 
votes for candidates 
from different parties on 
election day.

19._______________

7   A _____ 
government, formed 
by two or more parties, 
often directs affairs in 
multiparty nations.

20._______________

Total Points Scored  _____
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Contest 2
 Look for answers to the following questions in descriptions 9-17, which you just read. Each 
correct answer is worth either 3, 4, 5, 6, or 7 points. A perfect score is 100. 

3   The Republican and 
Democratic national 
conventions meet once 
every _____ years.

1.________________

3   The national 
convention elects the 
_____, which acts 
for the party between 
conventions.

2.________________

3   The national 
committee is made 
up of party 
representatives from 
the states, the _____, 
and U.S. territories.

3.________________

3   Each party’s 
_____ nominates the 
party’s candidates for 
President and Vice 
President.

4.________________
4   The headquarters 
for the national 
committees of both 
major parties are 
located in _____.

5.________________

4   The national 
committee chooses 
the _____ where the 
party will hold its next 
national convention.

6.________________

4   The Democratic 
and Republican parties 
are organized at the 
national, _____, and 
local levels.

7.________________

4   Each party’s _____, 
selected by the party’s 
presidential candidate, 
manages party affairs.

8.________________
5   The awarding of 
government jobs to 
political supporters and 
friends of a victorious 
candidate is called 
_____.

9.________________

5   During presidential 
elections, the national 
chairman directs the 
party’s _____ and other 
activities.

10._______________

5   The Democrats and 
Republicans both have 
a _____ in each state 
to oversee  campaigns 
for state and local 
offices.

11._______________

5   Each major party 
has a _____ in most 
counties of the United 
States.

12._______________
6   The leader of the 
county committee 
keeps in touch with 
the state _____ 
organization.

13._______________

6   Local leaders at 
the _____ and precinct 
levels have the closest 
contact with the voters.

14._______________

6   There are more than 
145,000 election _____ 
in the United States.

15._______________

6   The party leader 
within the precinct 
is either a precinct 
captain, committeeman, 
or _____.

16._______________
7   Precinct	officials	try	
to make sure all party 
members are _____ to 
vote.

17._______________

7   Years ago, precinct 
officials	frequently	won	
_____ by assisting 
voters and would-be 
voters.

18._______________

7   Precinct captains, 
committeemen, and 
committeewomen  
helped _____ become 
citizens, and  thereby 
won their votes.

19._______________

7   Recently, local party  
_____ have lost much 
of	their	influence	over	
voters because of gov-
ernment aid programs 
and economic growth.

20._______________

Total Points Scored  _____
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The Two-Party System

Matching

  (1)  _____   straight party voting

  (2)  _____   national committee

  (3)  _____   precinct captain

  (4)  _____   state committee

  (5)  _____   dictatorship

  (6)  _____   national convention

  (7)  _____   ticket-splitting

  (8)  _____   multiparty nation

  (9)  _____   national chairman

(10)  _____   city ward and precinct 
 organizations

(a) voting for candidates from more than one party
(b) party meeting held once every four years to 

nominate candidates for President and Vice 
President

(c) during presidential elections, directs the party’s 
fund-raising and other activities in the national 
campaign

(d) usually only one political party is allowed –– the 
one that controls the government

(e) organizes and manages campaigns for state 
offices	and	assists	in	local	campaigns

(f) casting ballots for candidates who are all from 
the same party

(g) consists of party representatives from across the 
country; acts for the party between conventions 

(h) tries to make sure that all members of their party 
are registered to vote

(i) one party rarely wins enough seats in the 
legislature to form a government

(j) have the closest contact with the voters
True/False

(11) ____________ The population of a country determines whether it has a one-party,       
two-party, or multiparty system.

(12) ____________ Rural areas generally support Republican Party candidates.
(13) ____________ Through the years, the Democrats and Republicans have at times 

dominated election results in various regions of the country.
(14) ____________ Political parties have strict requirements for membership, including the 

annual payment of dues.
(15) ____________ In the United States, other parties besides the Republicans and Democrats 

often	win	a	significant	share	of	votes	in	major	elections.
(16) ____________ Over half of American voters who identify with a political party consider 

themselves Republicans.
(17) ____________ Both the Republican and Democratic parties are organized at the local, 

state, and national level.
(18) ____________ New York City is the headquarters for both the Democratic and Republican 

national committees.
(19) ____________ The two major parties each have a county committee in most counties of 

the United States.
(20)	 ____________	 Today,	party	leaders	and	bosses	have	great	influence	over	the	way	people	

vote.



THIRD PARTIES

Directions:  As you read the following paragraphs, underline or 
highlight the most important words, names, terms, and ideas.
 Although the United States has a two-party system, there 
have been many third parties since the 1840s. Yet none of these 
minor parties ever won the presidency. Nevertheless, some have 
received enough votes to prevent one of the major parties from 
winning. For example, Teddy Roosevelt’s Bull Moose Party won 
27.4 percent of the popular vote in 1912. The votes given to 
Roosevelt kept President William H. Taft from being reelected.
 Many third parties put forth proposals which gained 
such widespread public support that the two major parties were forced to adopt them. These 
ideas included using the national convention –– instead of a caucus –– to nominate presidential 
candidates. Delegates from each state, and not a small group of party leaders, would choose the 
candidates. Another third party proposal called for the direct election of U.S. senators. As a result, the 
Seventeenth Amendment was passed. It gave voters in each state, instead of the state legislatures, 
the right to elect the two senators from their state.
	 Third	parties	in	the	United	States	can	be	divided	into	five	types,	according	to	their	origins	and	
goals.	The	first	type	consists	of	groups	that	broke	away	from	the	two	major	parties.	For	instance,	the	
Roosevelt Progressives in 1912 left the Republican Party. The Dixiecrats in 1948 and the American 
Independent Party in 1968 split from the Democratic Party.
	 The	second	type	of	third	party	consists	of	organizations	formed	chiefly	to	help	a	specific	group	
of people. Debt-ridden farmers established the Greenback Party in the 1870s and the Populist Party 
in the 1890s.
 The third type is made up of protest groups. They include the Socialist Party, founded in 1901, 
and the American Communist Party, organized in 1919. They opposed capitalism and individual 
wealth, and called for power and control by the working class.
 The fourth type consists of parties that have only one goal. These single-issue parties include 
the nation’s oldest existing third party –– the Prohibition Party, founded in 1869. The party seeks to 
prevent the manufacture and sale of alcoholic beverages in the United States.
	 The	fifth	type	of	third	party	is	made	up	of	groups	that	have	broad	programs	and	attempt	to	gain	
national favor. They include the Progressive parties of 1924, 1948, and 1952, and the Libertarian 
Party, which was established in 1971.

Directions:  Some of the most notable third parties in American political history are described in the 
following section. Use the words, names, and terms in the list below to complete the sentences in 
each paragraph.
Vice President         Congress       paper money       platform           territories
Free	Soil	Party	 first	 18th	Amendment	 abolish	 candidates
desegregate know American Party raising 21st Amendment
Wallace poor more ticket women
Republican Party declined Prohibition Free Men Populists
disappeared  seats alcoholic beverages considerable Bull Moose Party
Vietnam War government People’s Party Roosevelt foreign-born
Progressive Senate popular vote minimum  electoral votes

Liberty Party
 The Liberty Party was the (1)____________________ political party in the United States 
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to give most of its attention to the slavery issue. Members of the party wanted to 
(2)____________________ slavery.
 The Liberty Party nominated James G. Birney for President in 1840, but he made a           
(3)____________________ showing in the election. He also headed the party                         
(4)____________________ in 1844, and polled 62,000 votes. In 1848, the party met in Buffalo, 
New York, with other groups to form the (5)____________________.

Free Soil Party
 The Free Soil Party opposed the extension of slavery into the (6)____________________ and 
the admission of new slave states to the Union. Martin Van Buren became the party’s candidate 
for President in 1848. The campaign slogan was “Free Soil, Free Speech, Free Labor, and  
(7)____________________.” The party did not carry any state, but it polled over 291,000 votes. 
Thirteen Free Soil (8)____________________ were elected to the House of Representatives, and 
two others to the (9)____________________.
 Support for the party declined during the 1850s. Before the election of 1856, the Free Soilers 
joined forces with the newly formed (10)____________________.

American Party, or Know-Nothing Party
 In the 1850s, some Americans objected to immigration and the election or appointment of 
Roman	Catholics	and	the	(11)____________________	to	official	positions.	They	soon	formed	the	
(12)____________________, often called the Know-Nothing Party.
 The meetings of the Know-Nothings were held secretly. When anyone who was not a party 
member asked a Know-Nothing a question regarding the party, the member’s reply was supposed 
to be, “I don’t (13)____________________.”
 In the state elections of 1854, the Know-Nothings carried Massachusetts, polled large votes 
in New York and Pennsylvania, and gained a (14)____________________ following in the South. 
The Know-Nothings split over the slavery issue in the election of 1856, and the party rapidly  
(15)____________________.

Prohibition Party
 The main purpose of the Prohibition Party is to prevent the use of (16)__________________ 
in the United States. After being organized in 1869, the party presented candidates for state and 
local elections. In 1872, it nominated candidates for President and (17)____________________.
 The Prohibition Party reached its greatest strength in 1892, when 271,000 votes were cast for 
its candidates. The party has declined in importance since then. In 1984, about 4,000 people voted 
for the (18)_____________________ ticket.
 The party has worked closely with the American Council on Alcohol Problems. Their greatest 
triumph was passage of the (19)____________________ to the Constitution. This amendment 
prohibited the production, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages. It was later repealed by 
the (20)____________________.

Greenback Party
 The Greenback Party was active between 1876 and 1884. Its name referred to the 
greenbacks, or paper notes, that had been issued during the Civil War and afterward.
 In the years following the panic of 1873, prices dropped, mortgages were foreclosed, and the 
amount of money in circulation dropped greatly. The Greenbackers believed that the issuance of 
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large amounts of (21)____________________ would bring prosperity, especially to the farmer, by 
(22)____________________ prices and making debts easier to pay. 
	 The	first	party	convention,	held	in	1876,	nominated	Peter	Cooper	for	President.	The	party	
received few votes. In 1878, it succeeded in electing 14 members of (23)___________________.
 In 1880, the Greenback Party began supporting an income tax, an 8-hour day, and the right to 
vote for (24)____________________. Nevertheless, its presidential candidate once again made 
a poor showing in the election, and the party lost some of its (25)____________________ in 
Congress.

Populist Party, or People’s Party
 In 1892, farmers’ alliances, labor, and reform groups formed the (26)___________________, 
usually called the Populist Party. In that year, party delegates nominated James B. Weaver for 
President. Their platform called for free silver, (27)____________________ ownership of railroads 
and telegraph and telephone lines, and many political reforms. Weaver did not win, but he received 
more than a million popular votes and 22 (28)____________________. Nine Populists were 
elected to Congress.
 In 1896, the Democratic Party nominated William Jennings Bryan for President. His program 
included free silver and other Populist demands. The (29)____________________ joined the 
Democrats in supporting Bryan, but he lost to William McKinley, the candidate of the Republican 
Party. The Populist Party started to decline, and it (30)____________________ by 1904.

Progressive Party, or Bull Moose Party
 Shortly after President William H. Taft was nominated to run for reelection in 1912, a group of 
Republicans left their party to found a new group called the Progressive Party. It was nicknamed 
the (31)____________________. The Progressives chose Theodore Roosevelt and Hiram 
Johnson for President and Vice President. Their platform called for government antitrust action, 
women’s suffrage, and a (32)____________________ wage law. The Bull Moose Party won 
(33)____________________ votes in the election than the Republicans, but not as many as the 
Democrats. 
 The Progressives nominated (34)____________________ for President again in 1916 but 
he refused to run. Most of the (35)____________________ leaders went back to the Republican 
Party. 

American Independent Party
 Governor George C. Wallace of Alabama was the presidential candidate of the American 
Independent Party in 1968. Wallace had gained national attention by resisting the U.S. 
government’s efforts to (36)____________________ Alabama public schools. The party          
(37)____________________ condemned government welfare programs, the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, and what the party considered a “no win” policy in the (38)____________________.
 Republican Richard M. Nixon won the 1968 election. Wallace ran far behind the Democratic 
candidate, Hubert H. Humphrey. However, Wallace got 131/2 percent of the                            
(39)____________________ and 46 electoral votes.
 In later years, the American Independent Party nominated candidates for the presidency and 
other	offices.	But	the	party	never	achieved	the	strength	that	it	had	under	the	leadership	of						 	
(40)____________________.
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Third Parties
True/False

  (1) ____________ The Democratic and Republican parties are the best known third parties in 
the United States.

  (2) ____________  Third parties are only found in nations with multiparty systems.
  (3) ____________ Some third parties were formed by groups that broke away from the two 

major parties.
  (4) ____________ No third party has been formed to help a single group of people.
  (5) ____________ During the 1800s, two third party candidates were elected President.
		(6)	 ____________	 Many	proposals	first	put	forth	by	third	parties	were	later	adopted	by	the	

Republicans and Democrats.
  (7) ____________ Some third party candidates for President have won enough votes to 

prevent one of the major parties from winning the election. 
  (8) ____________ The Socialist Party and American Communist Party were organized to 

defend the American way of life.
  (9) ____________ The position that a group holds on a single issue has led to the founding of 

certain third parties.
(10) ____________ In general, third parties have had a limited amount of political success.

Third Parties:  Decide which of the following parties is being described below. The same answer 
can be used more than once.
Progressive Party Liberty Party Populist Party  Know-Nothing Party
Prohibition Party Greenback Party Free Soil Party American Independent Party

(11) ____________________ was against immigration and the appointment of Roman 
Catholics	and	the	foreign-born	to	office

(12) ____________________ has long campaigned against the use of alcoholic beverages in 
the United States

(13) ____________________ supported the printing of large amounts of paper money in the 
hope that it would bring prosperity, especially to farmers 

(14) ____________________  many Republicans left their party in 1912 and formed what was 
nicknamed the Bull Moose Party; backed Theodore Roosevelt

(15)	 ____________________	 first	party	to	draw	attention	to	the	slavery	issue
(16) ____________________ criticized government welfare programs, the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, and a “no win” policy in the Vietnam War
(17) ____________________ meetings were held in secret; members would not answer 

questions from outsiders
(18) ____________________ farmers’ alliances, labor, and reform groups joined together to 

form what was also called the People’s Party
(19) ____________________ its efforts helped lead to the passage of the 18th Amendment
(20) ____________________ opposed the extension of slavery into the territories



DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS

Similarities Between the Parties
	 Although	there	are	significant	differences	between	the	
Democrats and Republicans, there are also many similarities. 
The two major parties have the following in common:

1.  Members include wealthy people,   
middle-income people, and poor people.

2. Individuals can join either party without paying 
membership dues.

3. Formal approval by the party organization 
is not needed for a person to become a 
Democrat or Republican.

4. Both parties draw support from many different groups.
5. Each party tries to appeal to the large number of Americans who 

are in the middle between conservative and liberal ideologies.
6. Although Democrats and Republicans are generally in the 

political center, they still allow for the individual viewpoints of 
conservatives and liberals.

7. Unlike political parties in many other countries, the Republicans 
and Democrats are not rigid in their ideologies. They will alter 
their policies to gain votes and win elections.

8. The national party organizations do not keep tight control over 
state and local politicians. These politicians are not required 
to follow the national party platform. They have considerable 
independence and freedom of action.

9. The Republican and Democratic national committees choose 
a convention site and plan the national nominating convention 
each presidential election year. The national committees help 
raise funds and work to elect the party’s candidates.

Differences Between the Parties
 The Democrats and Republicans are alike in many ways, but have major differences as 
well. The lists on the next page contain brief descriptions of these differences. As you read the 
descriptions, understand that many of them are based on generalities. For example, one party 
may include a majority of the wealthiest Americans, but rich people belong to the other party, too. 
 You now have 10 minutes to read and study the statements about the Democrats and 
Republicans. As you do so, underline or highlight key words, names, terms, and ideas. A 
separate contest sheet will then be handed out. Begin reading now.
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Democrats

• Supporters include organized labor, Catholics, and Jews.
• Have political strength in the Northeast.
• Usually win a majority of votes in big cities and other urban areas.
• Much support comes from blacks, Puerto Ricans, and Americans of Mexican, Irish, and 

Slavic descent.
• Traditionally receive the backing of less educated voters.
• Favor more government involvement in solving the nation’s problems.
• Have wanted greater agricultural assistance for farmers.
• Are more likely to propose new social programs (such as public housing projects and assis-

tance for the needy).
• Have traditionally favored a higher minimum wage, higher taxes on corporations, and 

greater regulation of business.

Republicans

• Are helped more by business and professional groups.
• The West and Midwest are political strongholds.
• Their candidates appeal to residents in suburbs, small towns, and rural areas.
•	 Tend	to	attract	people	who	are	financially	well-off.
• Commonly include white persons of Northwest European heritage (sometimes called 

“WASPs,” or “White Anglo-Saxon Protestants.”)
• Their presidential candidates do well in the South.
• Prefer less government spending and fewer taxes.
• College graduates are more likely to back this party’s candidates.
• Instead of greater federal aid to education, they believe that state and local governments 

should be responsible for education.

Contest Rules
1. Once these rules have been read, pass your papers forward. A contest sheet will then be 

handed out.
2.		As	you	read	statements	1-9	for	Contest	1,	fill	in	the	name	of	the	party	that	you	think	is	being	

described –– Democrats or Republicans. When a general statement is made, always answer 
with	the	party	that	best	fits	the	generality.	The	class	members	who	have	the	most	correct	
answers will be the winners of Contest 1. Continue in the same way with Contest 2.
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CONTEST 1:  _____ correct answers
1:  Supporters include 
organized labor, Catholics, 
and Jews.

_______________________

2:  Have political strength in 
the Northeast.

_______________________

3:  Usually win a majority of 
votes in big cities and other 
urban areas.

_______________________

4:  Are helped more by 
business and professional 
groups.

_______________________

5:  The West and Midwest 
are political strongholds.

_______________________

6:  Much support comes from 
blacks, Puerto Ricans, and 
Americans of Mexican, Irish, 
and Slavic descent.

_______________________

7:  Their candidates appeal 
to residents in suburbs, small 
towns, and rural areas.

_______________________

8:  Traditionally receive the 
backing of less educated 
voters.

_______________________

9:  Tend to attract people 
who	are	financially	well-off.

_______________________

CONTEST 2:  _____ correct answers
1:  Favor more government 
involvement in solving the 
nation’s problems.

_______________________

2:  Have wanted greater 
agricultural assistance for 
farmers.

_______________________

3:  Commonly include white 
persons of Northwest Euro-
pean heritage (sometimes 
called “WASPs,” or “White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestants.”)

_______________________

4:  Are more likely to propose 
new social programs.

_______________________

5:  Their presidential 
candidates do well in the 
South.

_______________________

6:  Prefer less government 
spending and fewer taxes.

_______________________

7:  College graduates are 
more likely to back this 
party’s candidates.

_______________________

8:  Instead of greater federal 
aid to education, they 
believe that state and local 
governments should be 
responsible for education.

_______________________

9:  Have traditionally favored 
a higher minimum wage, 
higher taxes on corporations, 
and greater regulation of 
business.

_______________________
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Democrats and Republicans
True/False

  (1)  ____________ People who want to join the Democratic Party or Republican Party are 
required to pay membership dues.

  (2) ____________ The two major political parties in the United States have little in common.

  (3) ____________ Democrats and Republicans do not seek the votes of people whose views 
are outside of the political center.

		(4)	 ____________	 The	two	parties	are	flexible	in	their	ideologies,	unlike	political	parties	in	
many other countries.

  (5) ____________ The Democrats and Republicans each have a national committee to help 
raise funds and elect their party’s candidates.

  (6) ____________ Both parties have members from different income groups.

  (7) ____________ State and local politicians are required to follow the national party platform.

  (8) ____________ The Democrats and Republicans spend most of their time trying to win the 
votes of conservatives and liberals.

  (9) ____________ To join either of the major parties, formal approval must be given by the 
party organization.

(10) ____________ Both Democrats and Republicans will sometimes change their policies in 
order to attract more votes.

Democrats/Republicans

(11) __________________   Are more likely to propose new social programs.

(12) __________________ Usually attract the support of wealthier Americans.

(13) __________________ Southern states are often won by their presidential candidates.

(14) __________________ Tend to win a majority of the votes in large urban areas.

(15) __________________ Want less government spending and fewer taxes.

(16) __________________ Receive the backing of business and professional groups.

(17) __________________ Have traditionally won the most votes among less educated people.

(18) __________________ Their candidates usually do well in the West and Midwest.

(19) __________________ Are strongly supported by blacks, Puerto Ricans, and Americans of 
Mexican, Irish, and Slavic descent.

(20) __________________ Favor a higher minimum wage and greater regulation of business.
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state laws that required the parties to select their convention delegates in primary   
__________________. 

(14) Other reforms of the convention system led to greater representation of minority groups and 
__________________ among the delegates.

(15) Today, the Democratic and Republican national conventions take place every   
__________________ years.

(16) The two conventions are held at separate times during the summer of each presidential 
election year. They are typically held in separate cities, and in __________________ cities 
from year to year.

(17) Huge crowds gather at each convention. The people in attendance include thousands of 
party delegates, who nominate a candidate they hope can win the presidential election the 
following __________________.

(18) An even larger number of magazine, newspaper, radio, and television reporters come to 
the convention. They provide coverage of the gathering for __________________ of voters 
throughout the nation.

(19) Many other people attend conventions, including lobbyists (representatives of interest 
groups), people who contribute money to the party or its candidates, and alternate   
__________________. 

(20) Since the mid-1900s, the candidate of each party has been selected in the months before 
the convention in a series of state elections and other contests. These contests determine 
the __________________ of supporters each candidate will have at the convention as 
delegates.

(21) The candidate with the most delegates is formally nominated at the convention. The 
delegates then nominate a vice presidential candidate, who normally has been hand-picked 
by the __________________ candidate.

(22) Other business is also handled at the convention. The party adopts a platform –– a 
statement of its __________________ and principles in the presidential campaign. 

(23) The __________________ is designed to win votes for the presidential and vice 
presidential	nominees,	and	for	party	candidates	who	are	running	for	other	political	offices	in	
the same election year.

(24) Political conventions are lively events. Delegates support their choice for President and Vice 
President by waving banners and cheering wildly. Parades, __________________, and 
other celebrations promote the political party and its nominees. 

(25) On the last day of the convention, the presidential and vice presidential nominees give 
speeches that launch the party’s election campaign. The __________________ are 
broadcast on television throughout the country.

(26) The success of a convention is often measured in terms of how much the convention 
contributes to the public image of the nominee. The party compares opinion polls taken 
before and after the convention to determine how the convention has affected the nominee’s 
public __________________ rating.

(27) Because of media coverage of the convention, the nominee’s rating almost always rises. A 
large upward “bounce” in the polls is the sign of a __________________ convention.
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Primary Elections
(28) A primary election is a method of selecting candidates to run for __________________ 

office.
(29) In a primary election, a political party, in effect, holds an election among its own members to 

select the party members who will represent it in the coming general __________________.
(30)	 Any	number	of	party	members	can	run	for	an	office	in	a	primary.	But	only	the										 	

__________________ candidate can represent the party in the general election.
(31) Parties learn from the primary votes which candidates the __________________ of their 

parties prefer.
(32) The direct primary is the most common form of primary election. In the direct primary, party 

members	who	want	to	run	for	office	file	petitions	to	have	their	names	placed	on	the	ballot.	
Voters then vote __________________ for the candidates of their choice.

(33) In an indirect primary, party members vote for delegates to party __________________, 
where candidates are chosen.

(34) A primary election is considered closed when each voter must declare a choice of party, 
either when registering to vote or when voting. Party members can vote only for candidates 
on their party’s ballot, and their party’s contest is __________________ to members of 
other parties.

(35) In an open primary, the voter receives ballots for all the parties in the election, and chooses 
both party and candidates inside the voting __________________.

(36) A few states hold a primary called a blanket primary, in which voters may    
__________________ candidates from different parties.

(37) Nonpartisan primaries are often used for judicial, school __________________, and local 
elections.

(38) Candidates in nonpartisan primaries are listed on the ballot with no indication of political 
affiliation.	The	voters	choose	the	best	candidates	on	the	basis	of	their	individual	merits,	not	
their party membership. The candidates with the greatest numbers of votes become the 
opposing candidates in the __________________ election.

(39) The presidential primary is used in over half of the states to choose delegates to the 
national party conventions. Each candidate who enters the election lists a slate of delegates 
who have __________________ to support the candidate at the convention. 

(40) The party members show their choice for the presidential nomination by voting for the  
__________________ of delegates committed to that candidate.
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